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About the British School at Athens

“

My association with the BSA goes back almost 40 years
and I am delighted to launch our Director’s Circle comprising
our most valued group of supporters, a group that will play
an essential role in the BSA community as we seek to develop
what we can offer our stakeholders — students, academics and
lovers of Greece in general. I look forward to becoming better
acquainted with each of you through a programme of exclusive
events and activities.
Professor John Bennet, Director

”

Since 1886, the BSA has inspired a rich community of academics, students and creative practitioners from across
the world. We provide a space in the heart of Athens where people and ideas can mix. Our staff, award-holders,
visiting fellows and members share a passion for the history and culture of Greece and the Eastern Mediterranean.
We support those who use the BSA by providing the resources needed to undertake world-class research and
practice-led creativity. Like the vibrant city in which it is situated, the BSA sparks innovation through tradition.
The BSA is the UK’s academic hub in the humanities and social sciences in Greece and its wider Balkan and
Mediterranean contexts. Our mission is to conduct, facilitate and promote cutting-edge interdisciplinary research
into all aspects of Hellenic culture from the Palaeolithic to the Present. Promotion of research also brings with it a
commitment to invest in the next generation of researchers through the provision of training courses.

Library

What makes us unique
Our location — Greece’s key location in post-Ottoman southern Europe and on the front line of
the current forced migration crisis, combined with its position in the western intellectual tradition,
lend enormous potential to Athens as a base for continued academic exploration.

We work across many disciplines — our research ranges widely across many disciplines
and has neither been exclusively archaeological, nor limited to the ancient world. Throughout
our history other disciplines have featured, including anthropology, archaeology, archaeometry,
architecture, art, environment, geography, history, language, literature, philosophy, religion
and topography.

We have unparalleled resources — from our expertise in the management of
archaeological fieldwork and study, to our world-leading Fitch Laboratory, Library and Archive, and
Knossos Research Centre, the BSA’s 130-year history brings a strong reputation and accumulation of
resources that benefit UK-based researchers and those who engage with us as research partners.
We champion collaborations — the BSA collaborates with over 70 institutions worldwide
(UK, Greece and elsewhere). In a typical year over 500 post-doctoral researchers and almost 1,000
students use our facilities.

We foster a close community — whether in the Library, Fitch Laboratory, Upper House
seminar room, across the dining table or in the Finlay common room, ideas can be shared and
developed at the BSA. We run a rich programme of conferences, workshops, lectures and seminars in
Greece (Athens, Thessaloniki and Knossos) and the UK (in London and beyond).

How you can help
The BSA is partly funded through the British Academy by a
government grant, which has come under increasing pressure over
the years, not only with increasing costs, but also through shifting
government priorities. By the end of the current spending-review
period in 2019–20, our core funding will have been reduced by a
total of 15% or around £110,000 per year. We need to fill this gap with
external funding simply to continue our present level of activities.
Additional funding will allow the BSA to maintain and grow our
position as a world-leading research institution.
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Join the Director’s Circle
The Director’s Circle comprises a small group of philanthropic
individuals who share a love of Hellenic Studies and are dedicated to
supporting the BSA’s wide-ranging activities to ensure their quality
continues at the highest level.
Your support at this level will inspire others and will help us to leverage
major gifts from other individuals, trusts, foundations, government
bodies and commercial organisations.

Invest in our future

Archive

Whether directly or indirectly, your support of the BSA empowers our
award-holders to inspire others by disseminating their research
through publications, creative outputs and teaching.
By making a significant and unrestricted donation each year, you are
providing the BSA with a reliable pool of funds that the Council, with
expert advice from our officers and research committees, can allocate
to areas where the need is greatest. These include the reimagining
of our Athens premises to meet the needs and expectations of
21st-century researchers, artists and students, the endowment of
a Scientific Research Officer in the Fitch Laboratory, or an ‘1821
Fellowship’ in modern Greek studies, and the establishment of a
maintenance budget for our landmark premises in Athens.
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Making a difference
By becoming a member of the Director’s
Circle you are joining a group of like-minded
individuals who share your passions to invest
in the next generation of researchers.
Those wishing to join are asked to make an
unrestricted donation of at least £1,001 per annum to
the BSA. In return, you will receive a tailored package
of entitlements which includes Director-led visits to
museums and archaeological sites in Greece. You will
also be invited to dinners and private museum tours
in the UK, alongside other events where you will gain
a deeper understanding of our mission. Informal visits
to our Athens or Knossos premises can always be
arranged — with reasonable notice — for Director’s
Circle members.
As with our other supporter tiers, membership of the
Director’s Circle is renewed each year on 1 January.
Donations received from UK taxpayers are generally
eligible for Gift Aid.
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For further information on the Director’s Circle please contact:
Dr Nicholas Salmon
Development Officer
British School at Athens
10 Carlton House Terrace
London SW1Y 5AH
UK
T: +44 (0)207 969 5282
E: bsadevelopment@britac.ac.uk
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